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The Feast Day of Our Church ~ A message from Fr. Robert 
 

As we begin August, we are now entering into one of the fasting periods, as we are 
soon to celebrate the Feast Day of our Church, the Dormition of the Theotokos.  
We, as Orthodox Christians, are to adjust our summer schedules to turn our focus 
more intently on God. We commemorate and honor our Holy Mother by striving to 
increase our prayers, almsgiving and fasting for this two week period.  As St. 
Ignatius of Antioch writes, “He who is devout to the Mother of God will certainly 
never be lost.” 
 
I know that many people may be on or finishing vacation during this time, but the 
Church reminds us to never lose focus on what is most important and eternal. We 
can rest our minds and bodies during our vacations, which is necessary, but we 
must also learn to rest our souls which happens when we turn towards God.   
 
As we will soon celebrate the Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos, our beloved Mother of God, we know that she 
lived  many years amongst the disciples after the death of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ died on the Cross. She 
provided strength, energy and consolation throughout their adversities in spreading the 
Gospel.   However, her unceasing desire was to leave her earthly body and be reunited with 
her beloved Son. The Theotokos did not fear death and her desire was that the Apostles 
would be present at her departure from this life.   All were present except Thomas.  He would 
be taken on the third day after her death, to the tomb where it was found empty.  
 
The Theotokos is always there for us and as we will hear in the beautiful hymns of the 
Paraklesis service, which will be held on Wednesday’s and Friday’s during the Fast, as one 
hymn says: 
 

Deliver all of us  
From the dangers, Theotokos, most pure,  

For you bore the timeless deliverer,  
And you bore the peace, 

the peace which has surpassed all thought. 
 

These services provide a time that we remember the names of people (living) who need prayers. They will be 
remembered during these services, asking the Virgin Mary to watch over and protect each and every one of them.  
May we always ask her for peace and guidance and her intercessory prayers. 
 
I pray that the remainder of the summer be blessed and peaceful for all of you!  
 
With love in Christ, 
+Fr. Rob 
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2 ……...……….. Weekday Services 
2 ……………....   2009 Festival News 
2 …………….…  Parish Updates 
3 ………………   August Calendar 
3 ……………….  Altar Service 
3 ……………….  Parish Checkbook 
3 ……………….  AHEPA 
5 ……………….  President’s Corner 
5 ……………….  Philoptochos News 
 



If an emergency or special need 
should arise, please contact Fr. Rob 
immediately at 850-559-8184. 
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Saturday, Aug 22                              OPEN 
Friday, August 28                             Pastichio kitchen 
Saturday, Aug 29                              Pastichio kitchen 
Saturday, Sept. 5                               OPEN                  
Friday, Sept. 11                                 Galatoboureko     
Saturday, Sept. 12                            Galatoboureko      
Friday, Sept. 18                                 Koulourakia        
Saturday, Sept. 19                            Koulourakia 
Saturday. Sept 26                             OPEN 
Saturday, Oct 3                                 OPEN 
Friday, Oct 9                                     Kourambiedes 
Saturday, Oct 10                               Kourambiedes 
Wednesday, Oct 21  Rizogalo 
Thursday, Oct 15  Baklava 
Friday, Oct 16  Baklava 
Saturday, Oct 17  Baklava 
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Important Parish Updates and Notices 
����

��������	
���
�����������������	
���
�����������������	
���
�����������������	
���
��������� ��� ���	�������
������	�������
������	�������
������	�������
���� ������ �� ����������������������������������������������������
����	����

��	� ��������		�����	����

��	� ��������		�����	����

��	� ��������		�����	����

��	� ��������		�� ���
����

��	��������������	��������������	��������������	������������� �� �� !
��������
��"!
��������
��"!
��������
��"!
��������
��" ������ �� ���������������� ������ �� ���#���#���#���# ���� ��� � ��$�%&��$�%&��$�%&��$�%& ������ �� �'��'��'��'�
���&��������&��������&��������&����� ����
����

���
	��	��	�����
	��	��	�����
	��	��	�����
	��	��	��(�)�� (�)��(�)��(�)��� �� �� ���*����

���	��	 ���)�+	����*����

���	��	 ���)�+	����*����

���	��	 ���)�+	����*����

���	��	 ���)�+	����
���+�����,
�������
���%���+�����,
�������
���%���+�����,
�������
���%���+�����,
�������
���% ������ �� -��-��-��-�� ���� ���� ���� ������������������������������������ ����....����,�����+���/,�����+���/,�����+���/,�����+���/ ������ �� ��������
������ ������������������������	����

��	� �������0		������������������������	����

��	� �������0		������������������������	����

��	� �������0		������������������������	����

��	� �������0		��� ���
 

,���������1������,���������1������,���������1������,���������1������� �� �� ���2��������
��%�2��������
��%�2��������
��%�2��������
��%� ������ �� ����������������������������������������� �� ��3������3������3������3������ ���
 

2 



 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

      1 
�  

������������������������� ���
���	������	������	������	���� ���

�	���  

2 
�  

���������	
���
�
���
���������������
��	
���
�
�

��������������
��������	
��
�
�
�����
�	�
�
�����
�	�
�
�����
�	�
�
�����
�	� ���

��	��

�����������%���	��

�����������%���	��

�����������%���	��

�����������%�
&�����'&�����'&�����'&�����'�'(��	�'(��	�'(��	�'(��	� ���

3 
�  
 

4 
�  

���������	
�	��
�
������� ����

5 
�  
 
 
 

����������	

	��
�  

6 
�  
����	

���������������	
�������	����	��
�	�	

������	 ������		
!�""	��
 	

 


	

� 	
	

����������	

�""	��
�	

 

8 
�  

����
���������������������������	������	������	������	���� ���


�	����
 

9 
�  

���������	
���
�
���
���������������
��	
���
�
�

�������������
 

10 
�  

Parish Council 
Mtg.  

6:30 p.m. 
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08/02 – Margarita Joanos 
08/16 – Popi Joanos 
08/30 – Youla Lountos 
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Pangari/Coffee(c) Schedule for August 
08/02 -   O. Mathewes, J. Koikos, T. Mookas ©                              
08/09 -  S. Manias, G. Perrigan, E. Joanos © 
08/16 - V. Gavalas, A. Penn-Williams, R. Hovsapian ©                                        
08/23 -  J. Koikos, T. Mookas, O. Mathewes ©                                    
08/30 -  G. Perrigan, S. Manias, E. Joanos ©  
09-06 – A. Penn Williams, R. Hovsapian, V. Gavalas © 
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������������������������Captains:  Nic Gavalas        Captains: Chris Perrigan�
                           CJ Barkas                    Jimmy Branch 
                       Nicholas Gavalas                     Sasha Caspary 
                        James Perrigan                     Thomas Geeker 
                        Brannon Salter                      William Perrigan 
                         Sami Mellos 
����
          08/02 – Team 2          08/09 -- Team 1 
          08/16 – Team 2          08/23 -- Team 1        08/30 – Team 2 
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Income & Expenses - Current Year & Prior Year 

January - June, 2009 

 ------------------------- Total ------------------- ------ 

 
Jan - Jun, 

2009 Jan - Jun, 2008 (PY) $ Change 

Income    

   Donations    

      Candles and Trays 17,242.50  13,904.66  3,337.84  

      Other Income 5,022.00  2,738.00  2,284.00  

      Stewardships 52,235.00  46,995.00  5,240.00  

   Total Donations 
 $         

74,499.50  
 $                         

63,637.66  
 $             

10,861.84  

   All Other Income 
 $           

5,097.00  
 $                           

4,393.75  
 $             

703.25  

Total Income 
 $         

81,562.21  
 $                         

72,319.76  
 $               

9,242.45  

Total Expenses 
 $       

125,657.65  
 $                       

124,527.73  
 $               

1,129.92  
                        Net Operating 
Income  

 $        
(44,095.44) 

 $                       
(52,207.97) 

 $               
8,112.53  

    

Net Income - Spaghetti $3,907.88    
Net Income - Festival 08 $3,566.77  (Left over food sales)  

Net Income - Festival 09 ($4,494.85) (This year's expenses, so far.) 

Net Income - Other Fund Raisers $1,080.68    

Total Fund Raising Income $4,060.48    
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Dear AHEPA members:   
 

The next AHEPA meeting will 
be after church on Sun., Aug 
30th in the Patmos Hall 
Conference room. We will 
discuss any new constructive 
ideas that you may have 
for 2009-2010.   As you know, 
this year our chapter awarded in 
the spring one $400 student 
scholarship and also  purchased 
two nice podiums one for the 
church  and the other for the 
Hellenic Center. Both of them 
were $360 and were much 
needed. At our last meeting, 
June 7, it was also voted to 
prepare a fund raising lunch on 
September 14 which we will 
discuss at our first meeting on 
August 30.  By the way, to those 
who have Internet access and 
want to know what is going on 
in Greece, you can log onto this 
website:  www.ana-mpa.gr or to 
the Embassy of Greece's  
website:   
greekembassy.org/pressoffice.  
 

Hope everyone had a nice 
summer, and am looking 
forward to a great year with all 
of you.  New members are 
always welcome.  
 

MIKE PAPAGEORGE, 
President 
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Dear Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox Parishioners, 
 

I hope everyone has had an exceptional summer break. I have enjoyed my 
break and am now anxious to get started on the ministries of our Church.  
Holy Mother of God needs your help. Sunday school, the Choir and our 
wonderful Ladies of the Philoptochos are each actively planning for the 
new season, get involved. If you can sing, join the Choir: If you can teach 
others, join the Sunday school staff; if your heart is motivated by giving, 
join the Philoptochos. Additionally, the AHEPA, our men’s group is 
always looking to grow their membership. 
 

The Greek Food Festival committee is also off and running. October 23rd 
and 24th will be here before you know it. The ministries of Holy Mother of 
God are so enhanced and the community good will is so remarkable as a 
result of this wonderful event. The Festival needs every willing hand 
possible to help on weekend preparations and during the Festival. Get 
active, have fun and find a spot. 
 

If you want to be involved and need to know who to contact call me at 
850-559-3404, Fr. Rob at 850-878-0747.  
 

Respectfully, 
Emanuel 
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