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An Opportunity to Grow Closer to Christ ~ A Message from Fr. Robert

As we have just celebrated the feast of Palm Sunday, we know the joy of
this feast is short lived. As we enter into Holy Week we can decide to look

to accompanying Christ throughout His Passion, Death, and Resurrec-

tion. For doing this, we can  live a new, different, better, more Christ -
centered life. Itis a time for us to think about Christ voluntarily going to

the Cross. There are many services scheduled and each service is rich in
content and directs the mind, heart and soul to Jesus. Our souls need
attention throughout our lives and Holy Week is a time to contemplate

the condition of our soul. As we journey through the holiest of weeks,

Christ will remind us clearly of the path every Christian is called to fol-

low. On Holy Thursday at the Last Supper, we see Christ as a servant
when He washes the feet of His disciples. Living as a Christian should entail serving one
another and it is through such humble service to others that we can joyously discover the
meaning and purpose of life

On Holy Thursday evening in the Garden of Gethsemane, we see Christ who gives up His

own will, in order to fulfill the will of His Father. Living as a Christian involves not only

learning what the will of God actually is, but struggling throughout life to lay aside our

own desires in order to fulfill Godds pl an. Du
willingly accepting whippings, beatings, a crown of thorns, and ultimate death by crucifix-

ion, all for the salvation of the world. Living as a Christian means that we also learn to

sacrifice our time, and treasures for others as we live our lives for other people, putting

their well -being before our own.

On the Cross on Holy Friday, we witness Christ who looks down upon those who are cru-

cifying Him, and is able to say, oOFather, forgiyv
Living as a Christian implies living with mercy and forgiveness at the center of our lives.

A follower of Christ cannot hold a grudge, or remain bitter, or allow hatred to linger. Holy

Week is a week of serious prayer and a movement toward the joy of Pascha. Being im-

mersed in Holy Week can open our hearts and minds to the experience of Christ. The im-

portance we attach to Holy Week is critical in our continued growth as Christians. With

the arrival of Holy Week, we have the opportunity to think about our lives and the degree

of faithfulness to Christ. It is an opportunity for the mind, heart and soul to draw closer

to God. May we commit ourselves to Christ this week and going forward

Wishing you and your families a blessed Pascha (Kali Anastasi!) ,

Fr. Robert
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If an emergency or special need
should arise, please contact
Fr. Rob immediately at

850-559-8184 .

Our next ECHO Sundays are May 12th
E H and June 2nd. Please drop off your hon
‘I perishable food donations into the bins
|

located in Patmos Hall.

Emergency Care Help Organization

General Assembly Meeting
Sunday, June 9, 2013

Monthly Community

Holy Mother of God

Outreach

Dear Parishioners, . Tuesday, May 14th from

By the time you read this massage, we will LD

have completed the Great Lenten Season and be
well into the Holy Week. For Orthodox Christians,

-1:00 p.m.

If you want to make a difference and help fight
hunger , join us for our monthly outreach in serving

this is the very special time of the year. During my an here @t AMerl cats Seeo
earlier years in Greece, | remember that the schools ity which supports numerous agencies in the Big
and businesses used to close for families and Bend Area.
friends to commemorate together the last days of
Jesusd® |ife on earth and clfyouareinterestedin assisting in this effort for a

_ . half hour, one hour, or two, or have any questions,
Foriis here,_lt_ls a rea_l blessing that_vye Ca.n Ce.le- please contact: Fr. Rob @850 -559 _glqs4 or Presv.
brate our religious holidays and traditions in this Joy @850-320-1101

Church. Holy Mother of God is a beautiful house of
worship. Your love, dedication and continuous sup-
port toward our church community makes this pe-
riod of devotion to our Savior truly a memorable
journey.

Thanks to all in our community who have
assisted in the preparations during Great Lent and
Holy Week. It is with evel
allows us to gather as Church members to experi-
ence the Orthodox traditions. Looking ahead, May
will be another busy month as all Sundays will be
taken by special events and holidays. For this rea-
son, our General Assembly will be held June 9th.

Kali Anastasi and HAPPY EASTER!

Yours in Christ
Pete Koikos

If youihavechigh: school/college:ce
graduates; please calltheh ¢
church office s the graduatesics
can be:listedcin the' Reflections: i s.

Har

hat
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Presanctified Liturgy {‘6llowed by Lenten covered dish

‘4o

Metropolitan Methodios of Boston
participating in interfaith prayer
service for the Boston Marathon
bombing victims.

A few High School GOYAns
stuffing eggs
Easter Egg Hunt.

Lazarus Saturday Pancake

Breakfast and Palm folding and
the celebration of Palm Sunday
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SATURDAY OF LAZARUS
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interlude between Great Lent and Holy Week, the Chrugce Holy Week st
on of Lazarus tol é45i)n atnhlde i Goss ppealonmdifs eJ owhn u(nlilvielr salt hiess ion
|l ebration, by anticipation, with the Entrance of Chri ¥; y Je
LM SUNDAY )

I'm Sunday cel ebrhitasttheagl oof oube aBdt ba rlt&) .0 fZ eleelsaursi

edttrraemcen of t he Messi ajhoioe ogldeatulsyal em, OQagdgawmght éReof vloer
ee; he is just, and having salvation; lowly, anmgtmpoda J 1 an
ws associated this prophecy with the expected Mehsesa faihr act
clkhaion that His Kingdom was not of this worl d. The sm ,,,,,,,/ Tad |
th palm branches in their hands, spread their cl oaks / r oa
essed is He that comes in the name of the Lord. o vAdis u: di
is day

ring the remainder of Holy Week, the Church advanghs ur g
glitoree and evening services in the moahesgt h®&n OPahmos € eI
vy, in the first of four ABridegroom Services. 0 Choti st | ed
ide, the people of God, the Church, | usitl yas aF rhouns bHaonldy wMolnld asya ctr
dnesdayi ss®smewiplalr cel ebrate the Liturgy of the Presancti fvieed Gi
th the Holy Communion given from bhe Sandayfi @i gi Ltsufgygmi shee
ur and simplicity of the early Churlrérr.s Itnhd hlel €Ogdéd osndfndoll g I
rsed and withered by the Lord. In the Orthros of Hodlly dfuetsayT
ns (MaddBhewwhd: Were waiting for the arrival of theyBr itdheg-rChamce
mbers the anointing of Christ with myrrh by the womam rfiepé¢mteamo
r warm faith toward our Lord. On this eveningawerkddrrectheonbeaut
ma n

LY WEDNESDAY

e Sacrament of Holy Unction takes place o Holy Wedmgusdayhedhien
nnected to repentance, confession, and the remisaighamr ddfodsyi man dby
the faithful. Holy Unction is one of the sevel h8arcaohanmeshtrse codr d
istle ofil5)ameAs (tHhelsend of the service, the priessdagoi hhe Chaer
mbers the washing ofutihendofsctiipé eddl y eBau¢chahiesti hsthe Prayer of
hn, and the betrayal. o Some parishes will not celebrate this se

LY THURSDAY

the morning, the Vesperal Divine Liturgy of St. ®8westhethesGreas
l'y Eucharist by the Loagidplags . HiKderLa,stClSruippterpmwe séntHed hliesad and
e newactobvbet ween God and His people, the Church. I n tohteh ee vleonridn
om tHi sy &dle by Judas | scarimaneHi Bli agbnyahntdyadmasnsthat éeBeghoes, | &
cking, and crucifixion and death on the CrosseuntTihng tslkee vevrent s,
amatic and moving. After the reading of the fifthhBlospeh comes
LY OR AGOODO FRI DAY

the morning, the four HARoyal Hour so arregs eaidomThles eOlséramndeNew
ophetically and ethicall yafttoennrmmeomr,erGromatofVehperss hiedsahdretyesd .o rB
uci fi xion, but with attention paid to the death moifPl £€th enmosvd,ls tfireo
e cross, and His burial. At one point in the neéadbmgogugthlhe i Badd
y . Foll owing the reading, otshea hproiuggsht tchaer rciheusr cthh ea nidc ol aacfe st e B p
en decorated with fl owers

OD FRI DAY EVYHEI NGMENTATI ONS

Holy Friday evening, we sing the Orthros of Hol y hSfatQhrrdiasyt,. cDun

thros, the congregation will join in chanting thplhliamedteat ihon D,

rvice the Epitapghisess oinc amr oiusndc @rhrei ecchuirc hfpred ec k@deSppRpuli ches, t Her
in h

rried the procession

EAT HOLY SATURDAY MORNI NG

Holy Saturday morning, the Vesperal Divine Litudgsd itéseceéekehbmat
ath is proclaimed in the hymns and th readings fitomgyhebetdusae
cient Church, the catechumens would be baptized in this evening
mi dni ght $dtvumda)yRestulre elcitfieoen of our Lorddrandni Savigdrt ,J d hies Odlersi
eus day are repeated. The Orthros of the Resurrecttinodn gbievgeisnsi ti n
ithful, who are holding candl es. The priest Si ngossferm@o mére rdeadi.
ort while |l ater, the priest reads8)t ha&ndelsaade ctth egnctahiep tRIegsdutritiganot
rist is risen from the dead, trampling death by rdeeatchontainmdueaso a
to the celebratiion of the D|vine Liturgy

E AGAPE VESPERS
some point on Sunday afternoon the faidlhdalt lgeay hsirn o,n cfeC hmoir et f

e another with the salutation, AChri st is Risenoaowhiaolg it ® doév
) is read in various | anguageéeso,n parldc loaviemi ndg et huen i Goeards eNemv st hoofu tR e
rection of the Lord is |love in His Name; therefore, this day is
r the next forty dmgmprahesOthbkhoB®exgu€hecthooomf Chri st.
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Philoptoches NeWS

For May 2013

email: hmogphil@comcast.net

Visit us on Facebook at Holy Mother of God

Christos Anesti, Alithos Anesti!

May 17 th, 2013 Philoptochos End of Year Party

(Open to anyone in our church community who would like to attend)

Place: George & Louie's, Thomasville GA
Time: 6:30 pm
Please join us for a "Dutch Treat" meal, great fellowship and a celebration of this past year's achievements!! As we

look forward to our summer break, we are looking forward to beginning anew in September. If you are not a
member now, consider joining us as we work together to help those in need. We look forward to seeing you!

'RQ-W IRUJHW WR WHOO \RXU IUL% QR fd QeSWholke IFarKilE R U V
"My Big Fat Gyro Night- An Evening at the Taverna"

May 10, 2013
4:00 pm 29:00 pm
For Your Enjoyment: Live music with The Keith Taylor Band

With all of our National, Metropolis and local
charitable commitments having been met, we
were also happy to award 5 of our GOYA mem-
bers with one -half tuition to attend St. Ste-
phen's Camp at the Diakonia Center , knowing
they will enjoy a spiritually uplifting experience

as well as have a lot of fun on their summer ad-
venture.

SUMMER BREAK : Even though we will be tak-
ing our normal summer break, our Philoptochos
chapter will still be ready to help should the oc-
casion arise. We are looking forward to another
successful year working together starting in
September and hope you will be joining us again
or for the very first time. It is a very rewarding
experience in many ways.

Don't forget to visit us on FaceBook and

check out the pictures from our events!
Hopefully, next year you will be seeing your pic-
ture there!!!




