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The Date of Pascha/Easter ~ A Message from Fr. Robert  

It is a typical question that we may be asked in most years is why the Orthodox Church celebrates Pascha on a differ-
ent date from other Christian denominations.  This year we  celebrate Pascha/Easter one week after most other 
Christians.  So I thought once again that we would touch upon this topic of the calculation of when we celebrate 
Pascha.  

 

Our celebration of Pascha was formed from the Jewish Passover.  Initially, those Christians converted from Judaism 
celebrated Pascha in accordance with the Jewish calendar and on the same date of the feast of Passover.  òPaschaó 
was celebrated the 14 th  of the lunar month of Nisan, regardless of the day of the week upon which it fell.  The Church-
es of Asia Minor followed this practice while other churches in the east and west celebrated the Feast on the Sunday 
following this date.  By the 3 rd  century, all the churches were celebrating Pascha on the Sunday following the 14 th  of 
Nisan.  This determined the Jewish calculation of Passover, which is on the first full moon following the vernal equi-
nox.  However, following the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD the Jews depended on local pagan calendars for their 
calculation.   

 

So with difficulties with inadequate calendars, the issue of the date of Pascha continued. It was resolved in 325 at the 
First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea as the early Church Fathers determined the Pascha date to be the first Sunday 
after the first full moon of the spring equinox.  However, despite the intervention in Nicaea, certain differences in the 
technicalities of regulating the date of Pascha remained thereafter.  This resulted in occasional local variations until, 
by the 6th century, a more secure mode of calculation based on astronomical data was universally accepted.  This 
was an alternative to calculating Pascha by the Passover and consisted in the creation of so -called "paschal cycles."  
Each paschal cycle corresponded to a certain number of years.   In the East, a 19 -year cycle was eventually adopted, 
whereas in the West an 84 -year cycle. The use of two different paschal cycles inevitably gave way to differences be-
tween the Eastern and Western Churches regarding the observance of Pascha.  According to the decree of the First 
Ecumenical Synod, the date of Pascha can only occur on a Sunday between March 22 and April 25.  However, due to 
the discrepancy that exists in the Orthodox Church today because of the use of two calen­dars, the Julian (Old) and 
the Gregorian (New), the dates of March 22 and April 25 are superimposed on the new calendar. March 22 in the new 
calendar is April 3, while April 25 is May 8.  This reflects the 13 day difference between the two calendars. In this way 
all Orthodox Christians celebrate Pascha on the same day, but not on the same date.  

 

With the adaptation of the Gregorian calendar in 1582, which adjusted for the more accurate length of the year, dif-
ferences in the celebration Pascha continued.  As various Christian churches have entered into dialogue in the past 
century, there has been a renewed interest in resolving the issue. Again, the two main points in the Orthodox calcula-
tion of Pascha are: 1) the first Sunday after the first full moon of the spring equinox and 2) the first Sunday after the 
Jewish Passover.  

 

As far as the terms that are utilized for the Resurrection of Christ, which are Pascha and Easter, there are questions 
related to why there are different terms for the Feast of Feasts .  Pascha  is derived from the Jewish word Pesah  which 
means "Passover".  For Christians, Christ was the Paschal Lamb , the fulfillment of all that the Passover had foreshad-
owed since the first Passover which celebrated the liberation of the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.  We celebrate 
"Pascha," the New Passover; the victory of the new Paschal Lamb who shed His blood for the salvation of all people.   
The word Easter  is derived from the word Eastra, the name of the goddess of the rising light of day and spring and the 
annual sacrifices associated with her. Ultimately, it led to mean that Christ, our Light, rose from the grave.  In early 
English translations of the Bible the word Easter was substituted for the word Passover.  
Even though Easter may be linked to the name of a pagan goddess or ceremonies, the feast which the word describes, 
is Christian without question.  Hence, it is appropriate for us to use the proper term, "Pascha" but as St. Paul warned 
believers in his day, let us not get dragged down with a dispute about mere words, as stated in 2 Timothy 2:14; "not to 
strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers".   The important matter is the reality of the Death and Resur-
rection of Christ.  

 

Continued good strength in your Lenten journey.  

Fr. Robert  
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Our next ECHO Sundays are Sunday, March 

1st, and Sunday, April 5th. Please drop off your 

non-perishable food donations into the bins located in the Hel-

lenic Center and Patmos Hall. 

If an emergency or special need should arise, 
please contact Fr. Rob immediately at       
850 -559 -8184.  

 

 
Dear Parishioners,  
 
February was a very productive month for our church. The Parish Council addressed a number of important matters while our 

ministries were successful in meeting their objectives and performing beyond expectations.  

 

 On February 2, the Parish Council held a joint meeting with the 2015 Festival Booth Chairs. The main purpose of this 
gathering was to review the overall plan and identify critical aspects of the event. At the end of the same week, on February  6,  
our Spaghetti Luncheon and Dinner approached record level results. I cannot thank enough our volunteers, especially those 
above the 80 and 90 years mark, for their continuous support and valuable work toward this ministry and other endeavors of 
our Church.  

 At the monthly meeting, on February 9, the Parish Council discussed the streamlining of this year's capital improve-
ment projects as well as preventive maintenance and repairs. We are about to embark into an early "Spring Cleaning" effort th is 
year in order to be ready on time for Easter. Volunteers are needed and, as always, we encourage everyone to participate. We are 
sure, you will be surprised to find out of things you can do for our church!  
 Shortly after the end of the month, we will be entering the Holy Week. Keeping with the tradition, our church plans a 
pancake breakfast on Saturday of Lazarus, a fish luncheon on Palm Sunday, Avgolemono soup on Great Saturday night and the 

Paschal Glendi with lamb dinner after the Agape Service on Easter Sunday.  
 Wishing you a Wonderful Great Lent Journey!  
  

                                                        ǪȀȊǽ ǲȀȐȀȉȎȒȓǽ, 

 

  Pete Koikos  

Next Spaghetti Dinners:  
Friday, May 1st  

Friday, June 5th  

Mark your calendars for the  

 This year's Greek Food Festival is scheduled 

for Friday, October 2nd and Saturday,         

October 3rd  

       

     MARCH 22, 2015  

    Following Divine Liturgy  

CELEBRATION OF THE  

ANNUNCIATION OF THE THEOTOKOS  

AND GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY  

Luncheon  

ADULTS ... $12.00  

For STUDENTS and CHILDREN is FREE  

Grilled Shrimp over Rice  
Cole slaw, Bread, Coffee, Tea and Dessert  

Sponsored by AHEPA  

AHEPA News  
The annual AHEPA Valentine's party was held on Saturday February 14. Many thanks to all the volunteers. In particular, 
Jimmy Koikos, Mike Papageorge, Dennis Cassidy, Richard Allen and Manny Joanos for the delicious meal, and Stelios 
Manias for attending the bar. Also, Sally Papageorge and her helpers for the beautiful decorations and for organizing the 
raffle.  
 

We hope that everyone will join us on Sunday, March 22 to celebrate the Annunciation of Theotokos and the Greek Inde-
pendence Day. The next AHEPA meeting will be on March 15 after the Holy Liturgy.  

 

Mike Burmester, President  
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¶ Next OCF Meeting March 16th                         

 

 

 

 

  

 

The St. John Chrysostom Oratorical Festival will be March 4, 2015, following Presanctified Liturgy.   

¶ Elementary Division (local festival only) for students in grades 4 ð6 

¶ Junior Division for students in grades 7 ð9 

Senior Division for student in grades 10 ð12 

Upcoming events 

¶ Sun Mar. 8thðGOYA Mtg. 

¶ Sun  Mar. 22nd ïYouth Sunday 

¶ Sat. Apr. 4th - Lazarus Saturday Pancake Breakfast 

¶ Fri ïSat Apr. 24th -25th ïTrip to Wild Adventures 

         February Meeting  

             GOYAns packing IOCC emergency kits  

Daylight Saving Time  
 

Remember to turn your clocks forward 1 hour on Sunday, March 8, 2015 @ 2:00 am or before going to sleep! 

                           February Meeting  


