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Christ is risen! v " "an B ' Khridtbs voskrese! El Messieh kahm!
Hristos a inviat! Christos t'ensah em' muhtan I Kristo amefufukkal
The Power of the Holy Spirit Within Us gl aSaalk3dS FNRY CN

In a few weeks, we celebrate Pentecost and we remember how the Holy Spirit

came with power upon the disciples of Christ, transforming them to be filled

with the presence of God. The power of the Holy Spirit within us is to be alive

and active and guiding us and the goal of our faith is to acquire the gifts of the

Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit which was given first at Pentecost and to each of us

through the Sacrament of Chrismation is like the planting of a seed in the heart

which then grows according to our own spiritual development. The gifts of the

Spirit are found in the context of the many different ways by which we are called

to work in the worl d. Al of our work s
a means by which we express to the world around us the great love and com-

passion of God. No matter what our career or occupation might be, it can be

pursued in such a manner that it expresses the love of God. If there is some occupation that draws
us away from God, then it should be avoided.

We are to be people God has called and created us to be, we are to put ourselves in His hands and

be filled with His Holy Spirit, so we can be the witness and have the power and love to make a differ-

ence in our community. Our greatest need is being filled with the Holy Spirit which can guide and

help us understand all things as Jesus promised his disciples, OHowever, when He, the
trut h, has c¢ome, He wi | | (Jognul6:1B8E Thy oly Spirihapens up bur minds ut h. 6

to comprehend our faith better. This is where when we read Scriptures, the lives of the saints or

other writings about our faith, the Holy Spirit is there ready to open our eyes for understanding.

The Holy Spirit empowers us and guides us to grow in
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility, and self -control 6 (Gal 5:2
why we pray often the prayer O Heavenly King, Comforter, the Spirit of truth, who are everywhere

and fills all things, Treasury of blessings and Giver of life, come and abide in us. Cleanse us of every

impurity, and save our souls, O gracious One.

What a difference it can make when our plans, thoughts and actions are fueled by the Holy Spirit.
Many of us may think too much and pray too little when problems arise. God extends His helping
hand to us all the time, but we are to make an effort to stretch out our hand to Him. He is working
amongst us and we are to see the change, and improvement in each other's lives. We are to support
each other prayerfully in the renewal of our lives, and encourage each other in hope, and let the Ho-
ly Spirit be our guide and helper in all things.

May you and your families have a blessed and joyous summer,
Fr. Robert



If an emergency or special need should

arise, please contact Fr. Rob immediately at
850-559-8184.
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Emergency Care Help Organization
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2013 Graduates!

your future edeavors.

High School
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President's Corner
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Congratulations to the following 2013 high school and college graduates. We wish you the best ip all of
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Philoptochos Newsletter
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Christos Anesti, Alithos Anesti!
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