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The Churchõs Wake Up Call ~ A Message from Fr. Robert  

 

The Church issues its own alarm when we hear about the Parable of the Prodigal Son.  

The younger of two sons asks his father to give to him all his inheritance up-front.   

The son then moves a great distance from home and squanders all his wealth.  He los-

es everything and is forced, in hard times, to take a most demeaning job.  Then, the 

reading  says, "he came to himself"  He woke-up!  He woke-up and realized he had 

nothing and was far away from home.  The Church has placed this parable to be read 

each year on the third Sunday before the beginning of Great Lent.  May we be 

prompted to wake-up and realize where we are or where we are not. 

 

Humility and repentance is the journey that the Church takes us on before Lent.  Each 

morning after we awake, there may be different rituals that we do in order for us to 

prepare ourselves for the day. The Church asks us to prepare ourselves in a more pro-

found way.  We are to take a look at our lives.  This includes the quality of our rela-

tionships with others, especially those closest to us-our family, our spouse, kids, and 

the church community.  It also includes the quality of our relationship with God and is He visible in our dealings 

with others.  Therefore, we should give a little time each day to offer ourselves to Him and then open our hearts to 

hear His Word.  And each Sunday should be a special day, set aside exclusively to glorify Him. 

 

The prodigal son took a good look at his life, realized his dilemma, and then He repents!  The prodigal son had 

confessed his sinfulness to the father who forgave him, and joyously began the celebration of his returning to 

home and to God.   This parable above all, is about the limitless love that God has for us sinners.  Every morning 

we may renew and prepare ourselves physically by exercising, eating breakfast and getting updated with the news 

of the day.  However, we neglect our spiritual renewal in addressing our imperfections and sinfulness.   The Sacra-

ment of Confession offers us the opportunity to admit our faults and our mistakes before God and to receive in re-

turn, His divine grace of forgiveness and healing. This Sacrament also allows us to experience and actually feel 

God's power in a distinctive way with the burdens lifted from our shoulders. 

 

So let us take this lesson as a wake up call.  Let us pay attention to the wake-up call of the Church.  Let us review  

our lives and realize that the time has passed us by and to not squander our inheritance of opportunity.  The oppor-

tunity for growth is there each morning when we wake-up, and in our daily actions and in what we say to others.  

And every evening, let us take a prayerful inventory of the day and ask God, if we did the right things and identify 

the wrongdoings and forgive those who trespassed against us.   This process can bring our sleep to be truly restful, 

and be our best wake-up call. 
 

 

Fr. Robert 
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Our next ECHO Sundays are February 

5  and March 5. Please drop off your non-

perishable food donations into the bins lo-

cated in the Patmos Hall. 

If an emergency or special need 
should arise, please contact        

Fr. Rob immediately at               
850 -559 -8184 .   

Parish Council for 2017 is:  
  

                  Nick Joanos     ~   President  

  Andrew Poulos    ~   Vice President  

              Mark Belcher     ~   Treasurer  
         Harriet Kanelidis    ~   Secretary  

        Armen Atayants            Stamie Joanos  

       George Catsimpiris         Connie Mathes  

       Mike Gavalas     

 

 

Orthodoxy on Tap brings individuals together interested in sharing discus-
sion about  topics in our world and Church today. Most importantly, Ortho-
doxy on Tap is a gathering of young adults (post college to 35ish) who come 
together in fellowship. If any questions, please contact: Fr. Rob or Presv. Joy 
@ 850-878 -0747.  

Date: February 23rd  Location: The Wine Loft   1240 Thomasville Rd            

Time: 6:00 -7:30 pm  

 

 

 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ /ƘŀǊƛǝŜǎΚ 

Lh// ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŀƛŘ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ƻŦ /ŀƴƻƴƛŎŀƭ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ .ƛǎƘƻǇǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ      
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ Lh// ǿƻǊƪǎ ƛƴ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎΦ Lƴ ŎŀǊǊȅπ
ƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƛǘǎ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΣ Lh// ŀǇǇƭƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƴŘŜǊǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŘƻƴƻǊǎΦ 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Lh//Κ 

Lh//Σ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ ƻũŜǊǎ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΣ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 
ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘŜƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƻ ǎƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘΦ 

²Ƙƻ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ Lh//Κ 

{ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ƛƴŎŜǇǝƻƴ ƛƴ мффнΣ Lh// Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ Ϸрул Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘŀǊƛŀƴ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΣ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭŦ-ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻπ
ƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƴŜŜŘΦ !ƭƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ƴŜŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΣ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŜƭŘŜǊƭȅΣ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƻǊǇƘŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΦ 

²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ Lh// ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΚ 

Lh// ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ рл ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΣ !ǎƛŀΣ !ŦǊƛŎŀΣ bƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ Lh// Ŏƻƴǝƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ 

²Ƙŀǘ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŘƻŜǎ Lh// ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜΚ 

ω !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ CƻƻŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǊŀƛǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ƻŦ ƴǳǘǊƛǝƻƴΣ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƻŦ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝǾƛǘȅΦ 

ω 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǳũŜǊƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊΣ ǿŀǊ ƻǊ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǳƴǊŜǎǘΦ 

ω 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜΦ 

ω IŜŀƭǘƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƘŜƭǇ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-ōŜƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǝƻƴΦ 

ω ²ŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ {ŀƴƛǘŀǝƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƘŜƭǇ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǎŀŦŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƴƛƳƛȊŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ƛƴ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎΦ 

ω 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƎƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΦ 
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¶ Sat Feb. 4th Outreach to the Ronald 
McDonald House  

¶ Sun. Feb 5th ñOur community will team 
up with International Orthodox Christian 
Charities (IOCC) as we bring help and 
hope to people affected by war, poverty 
disease and natural disaster in the U.S. 
and throughout the world.  

Bowling at Capital Lanes  

 The parish St. Johnõs Oratorical Festival will take place Wednesday, March 8th following Presanctified Liturgy. 

What Does it Mean to "Go" to Church?  

We've all heard the expression: Go to Church. 

But is Church simply a place I go?  The answer to that is pretty straightforward: no. 

Before we go any further, though, we need to be clear: what is Church?  Is it a building?  Is it a thing? 

If we're honest with ourselves, I think most of us would answer yes to these questions: Church is a place we go, a build-
ing we visit.  Or maybe we think of it as an organization, a kind of religious non-profit. 

But that answer is unsatisfying, isn't it?  There are one hundred sixty eight hours in the week.  How many are spent in 
the physical place we call church?  One or two? 

If church is a thing we go to, then it becomes an awfully small part of our lives. 

If it's just another organization, what makes it important for our salvation? 

Let's take a step back and ask the question again: what is Church?  Actually, let's ask it a different way: 

Who is Church? 

The Church is the household of God.  Not the physical house, but the people who live in it, the family within those 
walls who are united in love.  

The Church is the Body of Christ.  And we are each members of this larger body, each with something special to offer, 
each playing a crucial role.  

In other words, we are the Church.  We are the saints, the holy people of God.  We are the very Body of Christ, con-
nected to him more intimately that the union even of husband and wife, or parent and child.  

We, as a Body, are called to pray, not to my father, but to Our Father.  

So, can we stay home and not bother going anywhere Sunday morning? 

Maybe we need to first consider what Liturgy really is.  

When we attend Liturgy, we're not going to Church.  We're assembling as Church.  

We don't gather to watch someone else act out a sacred play, as if we're nothing but spectators.  We gather to partici-
pate, to offer ourselves, to live, truly live, in God's Kingdom. 

We certainly don't gather to watch a holy magic trick, to simply see bread and wine transformed into Christ's Body and 
Blood.  We go there to offer ourselves, and all of creation, up to God in that bread and wine.  And when we receive 
Christ's Body and Blood in return we literally receive it, we eat it so that we, too, can be transformed into His Body. 
We receive His Body so that we can be (and because we are) His Body.  

Then comes the Liturgy after the Liturgy.  We're called, not simple to act in the world, but to sanctify it.  By being the 
salt of the earth, we make the whole world salty.  By shining the Light of Christ into the darkness, we make the whole 
world bright.  By offering up the whole world to God, we raise the whole world to Church.  In this way, all things can 
be gathered to God and find their place as Church, in God's Kingdom. 

By God's grace, and according to His will.  Amen. 

 
  by, 
  Steve Christoforou 
 

   Originally posted at http://orthodoxyouthministry.blogspot.com/ 
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2017 AHEPA  

Valentine's Dinner and Dance  

Saturday February 11, 2017    

Hellenic Center - 1645 Phillips Road  

6:30 - 11:30 pm  

Music includes DJ  

 

Dinner Menu:  

Chicken Kabob, Rice Pilaf,  

Green Beans, Greek Salad & Dessert  

 

$20 - Adults  --  $10 - Students  

Children of Church Members 12 & Under - FREE  

 

 

Tickets will be presold in the Hellenic Center  

following Liturgies or see any AHEPA member.  

 
 
 

Next  

Meeting:  Thursday February 2 nd  @ 6:00 pm in the  
Patmos Hall Conference Room  

Next Event:  February 19 (Meatfare Sunday)  

 

Thank you to all who participated in our an-

nual cutting of the Vasilopita on January 
8 th  and to all who made the beautiful and 
delicious vasilopitas.  Our church family 
represents numerous countries, and we 

are all so fortunate to have so many won-
derful recipes representing our different 

cultures.  It was a great success!  
Congratulations to everyone who  

received a coin in their slice of Vasilopita 
and, in particular, to those who received a 
slice in recognition of their service to our 
Church.  All monetary donations benefit 

St. Basil Academy.   

òFamily Fun Dayó                   
following Divine Liturgy in the  

Hellenic Center  
 

 

 

Come prepared to have a lot of òFUNó on 

Sunday, February 19  
following Divine Liturgy  

 

Chili, games and prizes  
Fun for the whole family  

 

All proceeds will be donated to      
St. Nicholas National Shrine at the World Trade 

Center - A National Shrine for Everyone  
Upon this rock I will rebuild my church.ò  Matthew 16:18 


