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Keeping the Nativity of Christ Simple ~ A Message from Fr. Robert  

We live in the world today where technology keeps us informed immediately of differ-
ent things going on all the time. Within the busyness we may not include God and trust-
ing in Him to assist in making our lives more simple.  The more we trust Him, the sim-
pler life becomes.  What God asks of us is to release some of our own desires and wants 
and trust in Him that He will guide us to all we need.  One of the central messages of the 
Feast of the Nativity of Jesus is that He becomes alive in each one of us.  Our thoughts, 
words and deeds become ways to carry out His will.  We are to engage in the opening of 
our heart, mind, soul and body to the presence of the Holy Spirit as it takes effort to    
integrate the thoughts and feelings to become temples of His Holy Spirit.    

 

We come to that time of year when we take time to think of others.  One thing that is associated with the 
celebration of Christmas everywhere is giving.  Christmas is the feast of giving and St. Nicholas has be-
come a symbol of Christmas because he gave all of what he had and was never tired of giving.  The biggest 
gift that we can receive and then ultimately give is receiving Christ in our hearts.  And then when we have 
this we can give the gift of ourselves more and spend the time that many people long for.  We need to 
strive to find the time to visit and be with people. This is the greatest gift because its value cannot be calcu-
lated in terms of money.  And everybody needs love and encouragement.  Everybody needs the inner 
peace and joy that comes from the Holy Spirit that we can inspire to utilize.  When we visit people this 
Christmas season, let us try to share with them the Spirit of God in us, the Spirit of peace and joy.  At this 
time of year when we are generally so distracted by everything else except the reason that we are celebrat-
ing Christmas, itõs important for us to pay attention a little more closely to what is happening. 

 

As we come together to celebrate the Feast of the Nativity, let us be reminded that Christ came to live with 
people just like us.  He accepts us and embraces us no matter where we have been.  So as we prepare for 
this joyous Feast, let us never lose sight that God has  entered the world and changed it forever.  The big 
question is whether we truly realize this entrance of God into the world, and accept His entrance as an 
event that directly impacts our lives in the way we live. I pray this Christmas will be a time of renewed 
commitment for all of us.  Let us open our hearts and receive the greatest gift that God has given us in His 
only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Wishing you a blessed season of the Nativity, 

Fr. Robert 



 

 

Dear Fellow Parishioners,  

I would like to thank all the parishioners for their help 
at this years Festival and for a job well done.   We had 
the second best Festival ever even with rain.   I hope 
everyone enjoyed themselves and had a chance to see 
our beautiful youth groups dancing.   They were fantas-
tic.   A special thanks to Arman Atayants and Jeff 

Phipps for the setup, Harriet Kanelidis and Meredith 
Hinshelwood Drzewiecki for managing the festival and 
booths, Richard Allen and crew for the baking and 
cooking, the dancers and ALL the booth chairman.  
 
Have a joyous Christmas and A Happy 
New Year!  
Michael Gavalas  

  

              
 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ         
ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǾƛƴŜ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ                                

hƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ ммǘƘΣ ŀ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻƳƛπ
ƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 9ƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ƘŜƭŘ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ фǘƘΣ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŬǾŜ 
ƻǇŜƴ ǇƻǎƛǝƻƴǎΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ  ŀǊŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǾƻǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ 

ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀƊŜǊ [ƛǘǳǊƎȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ IŜƭƭŜƴƛŎ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ   
 

bƻƳƛƴŀǝƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ  
9ƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ ŀǊŜΥ 

 

                                                    aŀǊƪ .ǳǊǊŜƭƭ            aƛƪŜ tŀǇŀƎŜƻǊƎŜ 
                      aƛŎƘŀŜƭ DŀǾŀƭŀǎ      bƛŀ tŀǊƳŜǊ         
                      IŀǊǊƛŜǘ YŀƴŜƭƛŘƛǎ      bƛƴŀ wŀōōŀǘƘ 

 

¢ƘŜ 9ƭŜŎǝƻƴ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜΥ   
/ȅƴŘƛ .ŀƭƻƎƘ 
aŀǊǝƴ aŀǊƪƻǾƛŎƘ 
/ƻƴƴƛŜ aŀǘƘŜǎ 

wƛƳŀ IŀǘƻǳƳΣ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ 
 

Absentee ballots, requested only out of 
true need, are available by contacting 
Fr. Rob directly. The person requesting 
the absentee ballot (who will be filling it 
out) needs to be the one directly re-
questing it. Completed ballots must be 
turned into Fr. Rob, directly, by Thurs-
day December 6th at 5:00 p.m., in order 
to be counted in the election.  
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Our next ECHO Sundays are December 2nd 

and January 6th. Please drop off your non-

perishable food donations into the bins located in 

the Hellenic Center and Patmos Hall. 

If an emergency or special need 
should arise, please contact            

Fr. Rob immediately  
at 850 -559 -8184.   

May your Memory Be Eternalé  
On Monday, November 5, 2018, Dorothy Cavoures Downing, fell asleep 
in the Lord in Tallahassee, Florida.  Her funeral was held on Monday, 
November 12th at Holy Mother of God.  Our thoughts and prayers are 
with her family and friends. May Her Memory Be Eternal!  

Archangel Michael  

Feast and Honors 
 

On November 10, 2018 in Atlanta, 

Georgia, Laura Joanos and  

Alex Caspary received the        
Archangel Michael Award from  

His Eminence Metropolitan Alexios.  

Axia and Axios!  

 

                                                                         Christmas Services  

                        Monday, December 24th 

                       Great Hours and  

                    Vespers of the Nativity 

                                   8:30 a.m. 

                  Orthros & Divine Liturgy  

                                6:00 p.m. 
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   Feast Day of St. Nicholas  

  Parish Pancake Breakfast  
Sponsored by GOYA   

Sunday December 2nd   

Following Divine Liturgy  

There will be crafts and a surprise visit from St. Nicholas 

 

All proceeds to benefit St. John the Theologian Greek Orthodox Church in Panama City                  

as they continue to recover from Hurricane Michael.  

FESTIVAL  2018  

THANK YOU - for all your efforts for another successful Festival  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We thank God for the beautiful  community of Tallahassee for supporting the Festival  

                    Toys For Tots  

                    Giving Tree  

        (Sponsored by GOYA)  

1) Take a tag of your choice from the Christmas tree in the 

Hellenic Ctr.  

2) Buy new unwrapped toy that you chose and return it un-

wrapped and place it under the Christmas tree.  

 

**Please return toy by Monday, December 3rd * 
Goyans Valeria Atayants and Anne 

Leftheris assembling the Giving Tree.  


